Craftsman Screwdriver History 
Part IV: BF Code Screwdrivers 


BF: Fuller USA 


Introduction 
The BF code is the code assigned to Fuller Tool Company of Whitestone, New York, who, along 
with making screwdrivers and chisels in the US and Canada, also imported KTC tools from 
Japan. The Fuller company was founded in the late 1930s by Bernie Fuller, whose initials | 
believe were used to make the code, but it could be just a coincidence. 
Two clues helped me determine that Fuller was the BF code. First was that KTC was 
determined to be the manufacturer of BF code Craftsman and Sears wrenches. Secondly, | 
found a picture of a Companion rubber grip screwdriver set that was coded "BF" and made in 
the USA, so | wondered who made it because | had thought all BF tools were made in Japan by 
KTC. So after some digging | found pictures of Fuller rubber grip screwdrivers that were 
identical other than the grips being black instead of red, and that Fuller was a major importer of 
KTC tools. 


The Screwdrivers 
Unfortunately, | couldn't find out much on these since they are less common than their Western 
Forge or Pratt Read cousins, but | have found two variations. First is what | think are the earlier 
ones, they have on the handles: "CRAFTSMAN", "MADE IN U.S.A. BF, and on phillips 
"GENUINE PHILLIPS" along with size. Second is the later of the two, having on the handles: 
"CRAFTSMAN", "FORGED e BF", and "VANADIUM." I should note that both variations have 
pointed A's, so they either stopped by the early 1970s or simply carried on with the older font. 


Pictures 


An example of an early BF #0 phillips screwdriver. (Not my photos, from Worthpoint.) 


An example of a later variation BF screwdriver. (Not my photos, from Worthpoint.) 


Sources 


https://ameblo.jp/corgibell/entry-12571392262.html 


